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Proclamation 7597—Family Day, 
2002
September 20, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s character begins in the home, 

where children learn proper standards of 
conduct, principled values, and the impor-
tance of service. Families provide children 
the encouragement, support, and love they 
need to become confident, compassionate, 
and successful members of society. We must 
work together to promote and preserve the 
health and security of our families by uphold-
ing the timeless values that have sustained 
our society through history. 

Recent events have reminded Americans 
of the blessings of family and friends, and 
of the importance of faith. As a Nation, we 
have a renewed dedication to our freedom, 
our country, and our principles. In homes, 
schools, places of worship, the workplace, 
and civic and social organizations, we must 
continue to encourage responsibility, com-
passion, and good citizenship. 

Americans must also act to fight crime and 
drugs, and provide a safe and healthy envi-
ronment for our children. We can begin by 
working to strengthen the bonds and improv-
ing communication between parents and 
children. Research done by the National 
Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse 
at Columbia University has consistently 
shown that the more often children eat din-
ner with their parents, the less likely children 
are to smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs. Nat-
urally, parents should be the most prominent 
and active figures in their children’s lives. By 
spending more family time together, parents 
can better engage with their children and en-
courage them to make the right choices. 

The nurturing and development of our 
families require investment, focus, and com-
mitment. Strong families make strong and 
drug-free communities. By taking time to de-
velop positive and open relationships with 
their children, parents help fight the war on 
drugs and encourage positive choices. Across 
our land, citizens, schools, and civic institu-
tions can assist families by helping to meet 

the needs of all those who live in our commu-
nities. As we work together to strengthen our 
families, we will build a Nation of hope and 
opportunity for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 23, 
2002, as Family Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this day by 
spending quality time with family members 
and engaging in other nurturing activities to 
strengthen the relationships between parents 
and children and help fight against substance 
abuse. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this Twentieth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand two, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-seventh. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 24, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 23, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 25.

Remarks to the Community in 
Trenton, New Jersey 
September 23, 2002

Thanks a lot for coming out this morning. 
It is my honor to be back in New Jersey. 
I want to thank you all for coming out. I want 
to thank the people of the New Jersey Army 
and Air National Guard for your hospitality. 
I’m here to talk about how best to make 
America a stronger country, a safer country, 
and a better country for all of us. 

There is a old bridge over the Delaware 
River that says, ‘‘Trenton makes; the world 
takes.’’ It talks about the work ethic of the 
people of this part of our country. It talks 
about the creativity. It talks about the true 
strength of America. The true strength of 
America are our fellow citizens. The strength 
of our country is the people of America. And 
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I’m honored to be with such hard-working 
people. 

Congress can help. Congress needs to 
work hard before they go home. Congress 
needs to get some things done, which means 
a Homeland Security Department, a budget 
that reflects our priorities. They’ve got to 
make sure they don’t overspend your money. 
They’ve got to remember, everything they do 
must go to make sure America is a stronger 
and safer and better place. 

I want to thank Brigadier General Glenn 
Rieth for opening up this hangar and for in-
viting me to this base. I want to thank all 
the Guard personnel who serve the United 
States of America. I want to thank you for 
your service. I want to thank you for your 
sacrifice. 

I want to thank your Governor for being 
here today. I appreciate Governor 
McGreevey being at the steps of Air Force 
One. I’m thankful for his hospitality. I appre-
ciate him coming to say hello, and I’m hon-
ored he’s here today to hear this speech. 
Governor, thank you for coming. 

I appreciate members of the congressional 
delegation. Congressmen Ferguson, Saxton, 
and Smith from New Jersey, thank you all 
for being here. I want to thank Bob Prunetti, 
who is the Mercer County executive, for 
greeting me here as well. And I want to thank 
you all for coming. 

Here’s what’s on my mind: I want our peo-
ple to work here in America. Anytime some-
body who wants to work can’t find a job, it 
means we’ve got a problem in this country. 
And we will not rest until people can find 
work. A stronger America means a strong 
economy. A stronger country means that our 
good, hard-working Americans are able to 
put food on the table for their families. 

Now, we’re making progress. Listen, inter-
est rates are low. Inflation is low. We’ve got 
the best workers in the world. We’ve got the 
best, hardest workers and smartest workers 
in the world. We’ve got the ingredients for 
growth. But what has taken place so far is 
not good enough for me, and I hope it’s not 
good enough for the Congress. What’s hap-
pening in the economy is not good enough 
for a stronger America, and Congress can 
help. 

Listen, I come from the school of thought 
that says, if you’ve got an economic prob-
lem—and remember, for the first three quar-
ters of my administration we were in negative 
growth. The stock market started to decline 
in March of 2000. Economic growth started 
to slow down in the summer of 2000. We 
were in recession in the first three quarters 
of 2001. 

In order to make sure the country was 
stronger, I pulled this page out of the eco-
nomic textbook, the page that says, ‘‘If you 
let people keep more of their own money, 
they’re going to spend it on a good or a serv-
ice. If they spend it on a good or a service, 
somebody will produce the good and service. 
And if somebody produces a good or service, 
some American is more likely to find work.’’ 
The tax relief came right at the right time 
for economic growth and jobs. 

And if Congress wants to help in job cre-
ation, they need to make the tax relief perma-
nent. They need to make the tax relief per-
manent so our New Jersey small businesses 
and entrepreneurs can plan for the future. 
After all, most growth of new jobs comes 
from small businesses all across America. 

Congress also must understand they’ve got 
to pass an energy bill. You see, an energy 
bill will be good for jobs. An energy bill will 
be good for national security. We need an 
energy bill that encourages consumption, en-
courages new technologies so our cars are 
cleaner, encourages new renewable energy 
sources, but at the same time encourages in-
crease of supply here at home, so we’re less 
dependent on foreign sources of crude oil. 

Congress needs to get some work done be-
fore they go home. And one of the most im-
portant things they can do is to pass an anti-
terrorism insurance bill. See, we need an in-
surance bill to cover potential terrorist acts, 
so that hardhats in America can get back to 
work. And I want a bill on my desk that says 
we care more about the working people and 
less about the trial lawyers. We want a bill 
that puts the hardhats back to work, not en-
riches the trial lawyers here in America. 

In order to make sure our country is 
stronger and our economy grows, Congress 
must be wise with your money. Notice I said 
‘‘your money.’’ When it comes time to budg-
eting and appropriations, which means 
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spending, sometimes in Washington they for-
get whose money they’re talking about. You 
hear them talking about the Government’s 
money. No, the money in Washington is not 
the Government’s money. The money in 
Washington is your money, and we better be 
careful about how we spend your money. 
And if Congress overspends, it’s going to be 
a problem for making America’s economy 
continue to grow. And so my message to 
Congress is: Remember whose money you’re 
spending. 

Now, one of the problems we have is that 
anytime you’re worried about spending, you 
set a budget. That’s what you do. The Senate 
hasn’t been able to do so. They don’t have 
a budget, which means it’s likely they’re 
going to overspend. See, every idea in Wash-
ington is a good idea. Everybody’s idea 
sounds good, except the price tag is generally 
in the billions. In order to make sure the 
country is stronger, we need fiscal responsi-
bility in Washington, DC. We need to make 
sure that Congress does not overspend. 
Without a budget, they’re likely to over-
spend. 

They set deadlines on you when it comes 
to paying your IRS, paying your taxes. There 
ought to be a deadline on them in order to 
get a budget passed and to get bills passed. 

Now, because they haven’t been able to 
move, they’re going to send to my desk soon 
what looks like what they call a temporary 
spending bill. And that temporary spending 
bill should not be an excuse for excessive 
Federal spending. The temporary spending 
bill ought to remember whose money they’re 
spending. A temporary spending bill ought 
to be clean, so that we don’t overspend as 
the economy is trying to continue to grow. 

What we need in Washington is fiscal re-
sponsibility, fiscal sanity. We need to set pri-
orities with your money. And the most im-
portant priority I have is to defend the home-
land—is to defend the homeland from a 
bunch of killers who hate America. 

It’s very important for the schoolchildren 
here to listen to what I’m about to say. You’re 
probably wondering why America is under 
attack. And you need to know why. We’re 
under attack because we love freedom, is 
why we’re under attack. And our enemy 
hates freedom. They hate, and we love. They 

hate the thought that this country is a country 
in which people from all walks of life can 
worship an almighty God any way he or she 
sees fit. They hate the thought that we have 
honest and open discourse. They hate the 
thought that we’re a beacon of liberty and 
freedom. 

We differ from our enemy because we 
love. We not only love our freedoms and love 
our values; we love life, itself. In America, 
everybody matters; everybody counts; every 
human life is a life of dignity. And that’s not 
the way our enemy thinks. Our enemy hates 
innocent life. They’re willing to kill in the 
name of a great religion. And as long as we 
love freedom and love liberty and value every 
human life, they’re going to try to hurt us. 
And so our most important job is to defend 
the freedom, defend the homeland—is to 
make sure what happened on September the 
11th doesn’t happen again. We must do ev-
erything we can, everything in our power, 
to keep America safe. 

There are a lot of good people working 
hard to keep you safe. There are people at 
the Federal level and at the State level, a 
lot of fine folks here at the local level, doing 
everything we can to run down every lead. 
If we find any kind of hint, we’re moving 
on it—all within the confines and all within 
the structure of the United States Constitu-
tion. We’re chasing down every possible lead 
because we understand there’s an enemy out 
there which hates America. 

I asked the Congress to work with me to 
come up with a new Department of Home-
land Security to make sure that not only can 
this administration function better but future 
administrations will be able to deal with the 
true threats we face as we get into the 21st 
century, a Homeland Security Department 
which takes over the 100 different agencies 
and brings them under one umbrella so that 
there’s a single priority and a new culture, 
all aimed at dealing with the threats. 

I mean, after all, on our border, we need 
to know who’s coming into America, what 
they’re bringing into America, are they leav-
ing when they’re supposed to be leaving 
America. Yet, when you look at the border, 
there are three different Federal agencies 
dealing with the border. There is Customs 
and INS and Border Patrol, and sometimes 
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they work together and sometimes they 
don’t—they don’t. They’ve got different work 
rules. They’ve got different customs. Some-
times they have different strategies. And 
that’s not right. 

So I asked Congress to give me the flexi-
bility necessary to be able to deal with the 
true threats of the 21st century by being able 
to move the right people to the right place 
at the right time, so we can better assure 
America we’re doing everything possible. 
The House responded, but the Senate is 
more interested in special interests in Wash-
ington and not interested in the security of 
the American people. I will not accept a De-
partment of Homeland Security that does not 
allow this President and future Presidents to 
better keep the American people secure. 

And people are working hard in Wash-
ington to get it right in Washington, both Re-
publicans and Democrats. See, this isn’t a 
partisan issue. This is an American issue. This 
is an issue which is vital to our future. It’ll 
help us determine how secure we’ll be. 

Senator Gramm, a Republican, Senator 
Miller, a Democrat, are working hard to 
bring people together. And the Senate must 
listen to them. It’s a good bill. It’s a bill I 
can accept. It’s a bill that will make America 
more secure. And anything less than that is 
a bill which I will not accept; it’s a bill which 
I will not saddle this administration and fu-
ture administrations with, allowing the 
United States Senate to micromanage the 
process. The enemy is too quick for that. We 
must be flexible. We must be strong. We 
must be ready to take the enemy on any-
where he decides to hit us, whether it’s 
America or anywhere else in the globe. 

But the best way to secure our homeland, 
the only sure way to make sure our children 
are free and our children’s children are free 
is to hunt the killers down wherever they 
hide, is to hunt them down, one by one, and 
bring them to justice. 

As far as I’m concerned, it doesn’t matter 
how long it takes. See, we’re talking about 
our freedom and our future. There’s no cave 
deep enough, as far as I’m concerned, and 
there’s no cave deep enough, as far as the 
United States military is concerned, either. 
I want you all to know, if you wear the uni-
form of our great country, I’m proud of you. 

I’ve got confidence in you. I believe that you 
can handle any mission. 

No, it’s a different kind of war than our 
Nation has seen in the past. One thing that’s 
different is, oceans no longer keep us safe. 
The second thing is, in the old days, you 
could measure progress by looking at how 
many tanks the enemy had one day and how 
many he had the next day, whether or not 
his airplanes were flying or whether or not 
his ships were floating on the seas. It’s a dif-
ferent kind of war. And America has begun 
to adjust its thinking about this kind of war. 

See, this is the kind of war where the lead-
ers of the enemy hide. They go into big cities 
or, as I mentioned, caves, and they send 
youngsters to their suicidal death. That’s the 
kind of war we’re having. It’s not measured 
in equipment destroyed; it’s going to be 
measured in people brought to justice. And 
we’re making progress. I had made it clear 
to the world that either you’re with us or 
you’re with the enemy, and that doctrine still 
stands. And as a result of the hard work by 
our United States military and the militaries 
and law enforcement officers of other coun-
tries, we’ve arrested or brought to justice a 
couple thousand or more. Slowly but surely, 
we’re finding them where we think they can 
hide. 

We brought one of them in the other day. 
He thought he was going to be the 20th hi-
jacker, or at least he was bragging that way. 
I don’t know if he’s bragging now. But see, 
he thought he was immune. He thought he 
was invisible. He thought he could hide from 
the long arm of justice. And like many—
about the like number haven’t been so lucky 
as the 20th hijacker. They met their fate. 

We’re getting them on the run, and we’re 
keeping them on the run. They’re going to 
be—as part of our doctrine, we’re going to 
make sure that there’s no place for them to 
alight, no place for them to hide. These are 
haters, and they’re killers. And we owe it to 
the American people and we owe it to our 
friends and allies to pursue them, no matter 
where they try to hide. 

And that’s why I asked the Congress for 
the largest increase in defense spending since 
Ronald Reagan was the President. I did so 
because I firmly believe that any time we 
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commit our troops into harm’s way, you de-
serve the best pay, the best training, and the 
best possible equipment. I also asked for a 
large increase because I wanted to send a 
clear signal to the rest of the world that we’re 
in this for the long haul, that there is no cal-
endar on my desk that says, by such and such 
a day we’re going to quit, that by such and 
such a day we will all have grown weary; 
we’re too tired; and therefore we’re coming 
home. 

That’s not the way we think in America. 
See, we understand obligation and responsi-
bility. We have a responsibility to our chil-
dren to fight for freedom. We have a respon-
sibility to our citizens to defend the home-
land. And that only means—not only means 
dealing with real, immediate threats; it also 
means anticipating threats before they occur, 
before things happen. It means we’ve got to 
look out into the future and understand the 
new world in which we live and deal with 
threats before it’s too late. 

And that’s why I went into the United Na-
tions the other day. And I said to the United 
Nations, ‘‘We have a true threat that faces 
America, a threat that faces the world, and 
a threat which diminishes your capacity. And 
I’m talking about Iraq. That country has got 
a leader which has attacked two nations in 
the neighborhood; a leader who has killed 
thousands of people; a leader who is bru-
tal’’—see, remember, we believe every life 
matters and every life is precious—‘‘a leader, 
if there is dissent, will kill the dissenter, a 
leader who told the United Nations and the 
world he would not develop weapons of mass 
destruction, and for 11 long years has stiffed 
the world.’’

He looked at the United Nations and said, 
‘‘This is a paper tiger. Their resolutions mean 
nothing.’’ For 11 years he has deceived and 
denied. For 11 years he’s claimed he has had 
no weapons. And yet, we know he has. 

So I went to the United Nations and said, 
‘‘Either you can become the League of Na-
tions, either you can become an organization 
which is nothing but a debating society, or 
you can be an organization which is robust 
enough and strong enough to help keep the 
peace. Your choice.’’

But I also told them that if they would 
not act, if they would not deal with this true 

threat we face in America—if they would not 
recognize that America is no longer pro-
tected by oceans and that this man is the 
man who would use weapons of mass de-
struction at the drop of a hat, a man who 
would be willing to team up with terrorist 
organizations with weapons of mass destruc-
tion to threaten America and our allies—if 
they wouldn’t act, the United States will. We 
will not allow the world’s worst leaders to 
threaten us with the world’s worst weapons. 

I want to see strong resolutions coming out 
of that U.N., a resolution which says the old 
ways of deceit are gone, a resolution which 
will hold this man to account, a resolution 
which will allow freedom-loving countries to 
disarm Saddam Hussein before he threatens 
his neighborhood, before he threatens free-
dom, before he threatens America, and be-
fore he threatens civilization. We owe it to 
our children, and we owe it to our grand-
children to keep this Nation strong and free. 

And as we work to make America a strong-
er place and a safer place, we always must 
remember that we’ve got to work to make 
America a better place too—a better place. 
And that starts with making sure every single 
child in America gets a great education, make 
sure that every child—make sure that we 
focus on each child, every child. It says we 
expect and believe our children can learn to 
read and write and add and subtract. As a 
society, we will challenge the soft bigotry of 
low expectations. 

We believe every child can learn. Every 
child matters, and therefore we expect to be 
told whether or not the children are learning 
to read and write and add and subtract. And 
if we find they’re not, if we find there are 
certain children who aren’t learning and the 
systems are just shuffling through as if they 
don’t matter, we must challenge the status 
quo. Failure is unacceptable in America. 
Every child matters, and no child should be 
left behind in this great country. 

A better America—a better America is one 
which makes sure that our health care sys-
tems are responsive to the patient and makes 
sure our health care systems, particularly for 
the elderly, are modern. We need prescrip-
tion drug benefits for elderly Americans. The 
Medicare system must be reformed, must be 
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made to work so that we have a better tomor-
row for all citizens in this country. 

A better America is one that understands 
as we’re helping people go from dependency 
to freedom, from welfare, we must help them 
find work. A better America understands that 
when people work, there is dignity in their 
lives. 

A better America is America which under-
stands the power of our faith-based institu-
tions in our country. It’s in our churches and 
synagogues and mosques that we find uni-
versal love and universal compassion. 

You know what’s really interesting about 
what’s taking place in America is this: The 
enemy hit us, but out of the evil done to 
America is going to come some incredible 
good, because of the nature of our soul, the 
nature of our being. 

On the one hand, I believe we can achieve 
peace. Oh, I know the kids hear all the war 
rhetoric and tough talk, and that’s necessary 
to send a message to friend and foe alike 
that we’re plenty tough, if you rouse this 
country, and we’re not going to relent. But 
we’re not going to relent because my desire 
is to achieve peace. I want there to be a 
peaceful world. I want children all across our 
globe to grow up in a peaceful society. 

Oh, I know the hurdles are going to be 
high to achieving that peace. There’s going 
to be some tough decisions to make, some 
tough action for some to take. But it’s all 
aimed at making America safe and secure 
and peaceful, but other places around the 
world too. I believe this: I believe that if our 
country—and it will—remains strong and 
tough and we fight terror wherever terror ex-
ists, that we can achieve peace. We can 
achieve peace in the Middle East. We can 
achieve peace in South Asia. We can achieve 
peace. No, out of the evil done to America 
can come a peaceful world. 

And at home, out of the evil done to our 
country can come some incredible good as 
well. We’ve got to understand, in America 
there are pockets of despair and hopeless-
ness, places where people hurt because 
they’re not sure if America is meant for them, 
places where people are addicted. And Gov-
ernment can help eradicate these pockets by 
handing out money. But what Government 
cannot do is put hope in people’s hearts or 

a sense of purpose in people’s lives. That’s 
done when neighbor loves neighbor. That’s 
done when this country hears the universal 
call to love a neighbor just like you’d like 
to be loved yourself. 

No, out of the evil done to America is com-
ing some incredible good, because we’ve got 
citizens all across this land, whether they be 
a part of our faith-based institutions or chari-
table institutions, citizens all across this land 
who have heard the call that if you want to 
fight evil, do some good. If you want to resist 
the evil done to America, love your neighbor; 
mentor a child; put your arm around an el-
derly citizen who is shut in and say, ‘‘I love 
you’’; start a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop; 
go to your Boys and Girls Clubs; help some-
body in need. 

No, this country, this country has heard 
the call. This country is a country full of such 
incredibly decent and warmhearted and 
compassionate citizens that there’s people all 
across New Jersey and all across America 
who, without one Government act, without 
Government law, are in fact trying to make 
the communities in which they live a more 
responsive and compassionate and loving 
place. 

Today I met Bob and Chris Morgan, USA 
Freedom Corps greeters, who coordinate 
blood drives right here in New Jersey for the 
American Red Cross. Nobody told them they 
had to do that. There wasn’t a law that said, 
‘‘You will be a part of collecting blood.’’ They 
decided to do it because they want to make 
America more able to address emergency 
and help people in need. Whether it’s teach-
ing a child to read, whether it’s delivering 
food to the hungry or helping those who need 
housing, you can make a huge difference in 
the lives of our fellow Americans. 

See, societies change one heart, one con-
science, one soul at a time. Everybody has 
worth, and everybody matters. No, out of the 
evil done to America is going to come a com-
passionate society. Now, this great country 
will show the world what we’re made out of. 
This great country, by responding to the chal-
lenges we face, will leave behind a legacy 
of sacrifice, a legacy of compassion, a legacy 
of peace, a legacy of decency for future gen-
erations of people fortunate enough to be 
called an American. 
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There’s no question in my mind—I hope 
you can tell, I’m an optimistic fellow about 
our future. I believe we can overcome any 
difficulty that’s put in our path. I believe we 
can cross any hurdle, climb any mountain, 
because this is the greatest nation on the face 
of the earth, full of the most decent, hard-
working, honorable citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God bless 
America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. at the 
National Guard facility at Trenton-Mercer Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to Brig. Gen. 
Glenn K. Rieth, Army National Guard, The Adju-
tant General of New Jersey; Gov. James E. 
McGreevey of New Jersey; Ramzi bin al-Shibh, 
an Al Qaida operative suspected of helping to plan 
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, who was 
captured in Karachi, Pakistan; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at a Luncheon for 
Senatorial Candidate Doug 
Forrester in Trenton 
September 23, 2002

The President. Thank you all. 
Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

U.S.A.! 
The President. Thank you all very much. 

Thank you all. Well, thank you, ‘‘Senator.’’ 
I appreciate those kind words. [Laughter] I 
believe it’s in New Jersey’s interests—I be-
lieve it’s in America’s interests that Doug 
Forrester be the next United States Senator 
from this State. 

And I want to thank you all for helping 
him become that Senator. I want to thank 
you for being here today. I want to thank 
those of you who are involved in grassroots 
politics. I want to thank you for what you 
have done and what you’re going to do. I 
want to thank you for going to your coffee 
shops, your community centers, your church-
es, and your synagogues and your mosques 
to talk about a good man who has decided 
to serve the people of New Jersey. 

I want to thank you for getting ready to 
stuff the envelopes and to dial the phones 
and to put up the signs and to turn out the 
vote for a good man, a man who didn’t need 
to run for office, a man that had a nice, com-

fortable life. After all, he married well. 
[Laughter] He’s got a fine family. He’s a suc-
cessful businessman. And yet, he decided to 
serve his State and his country, because he 
believes deeply in the future of the country. 
I like to put it this way: When you find a 
good one, you’ve got to back him. [Laughter] 
You’ve got a good one in Doug Forrester. 

I’m honored to be standing beside a man 
who was an Eagle Scout as a youngster, who 
they tell me sold flags door to door. It makes 
him a patriot and an entrepreneur. [Laugh-
ter] I appreciate the fact that he moved to 
this State to attend the Princeton Theological 
Seminary. It’s a man of faith, a man who is 
self-made, a man who has got his priorities 
straight, a man who will be a breath of fresh 
air for New Jersey in the United States Sen-
ate. 

We both married above ourselves. [Laugh-
ter] And it didn’t take me long to figure that 
out, having met Andrea and her children. My 
wife sends her best. I thought about her 
today. Actually, I thought about her more 
than once, since I delivered her her coffee 
this morning. [Laughter] Good lesson for you 
guys out there. [Laughter] Just trying to set 
the example for others. [Laughter] 

We met some fine folks who help the Red 
Cross here in New Jersey at Air Force One. 
And the lady said, she said, ‘‘You know, I’m 
a public school librarian, just like your wife.’’ 
And I said, ‘‘Well, Laura was a public school 
librarian. When she married me, she wasn’t 
interested in politics, didn’t particularly care 
about politicians either.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘And 
now she’s First Lady of the United States, 
bringing great comfort to the people of this 
country.’’ She sends her best to the 
Forresters. She looks forward to seeing An-
drea when Doug wins. 

I want to thank members of the New Jer-
sey congressional delegation being here. I see 
Chris Smith and Frank LoBiondo. Are you 
here, Franky? There he is. Appreciate you 
for coming, Frank. Jim Saxton is here, I 
know. I appreciate you coming, Jimmy. 
Thanks for being here. I want to thank Mike 
Ferguson for coming as well. Thank you, 
Mike. 

You’ve got two members—two folks here 
who are running to become Members of 
Congress: Scott Garrett, who’s running in the 


